Welcome to Deborah Walker-Librarian , and
Rachel Carson- Ruma Toutouwai

Tēnā Koutou katoa,
Welcome back to school. We are looking forward to sharing your child’s learning journey with you. Welcome to all of our
new families. We have had 16 new students enrol at Te Pahu School this year to date. Very exciting!
This year we aim to communicate with our families through paper, emails, Skoolloop app, school website and Seesaw.
Please ensure we have the correct details to enable smooth communication. Please keep a sharp eye on these
platforms as the teachers will be communicating with beginning of year information for you.
Today marks the day of a new era at Te Pahu School. The contractors have arrived to install the new playground. This
has been a project in planning for two years and with thanks to the PTA this vision is beginning to take shape. I would
like to express a huge thank you to Graham Bowe from Bowe Contracting and Jeff Robson for dismantling the old
playground and preparing the site for the installation of the new one. Graham donated all his time and equipment to
enable us to get this done. Please support Graham in any work you need doing.
Next week we will be having the annual family fun night. This year we have called this”Gourmet eats, teacher meets’.
Thank you to the PTA for organising four food trucks to come to Te Pahu for this event. There will be Unique Food
Geeks, Fritz's Wieners, Fernandos Tacos and Mr Softy Ice Cream. There will be games such as volleyball, sack races
and team games. Come along, bring family members and friends. This is a fun and relaxed evening to meet your child’s
teacher and other families involved in our school. This evening will be on Wednesday 17th February beginning at 5pm.
This year also marks the beginning of a new journey. After reviewing the feedback from the parent survey in 2020 we
have 5 new values at Te Pahu School. These values represent what we believe, act and say. These values are:
Hauora - I am kind, healthy and unique
At Te Pahu School, we value the importance of Hauora through acknowledging and celebrating the values and beliefs of
ourselves and others. We foster the development of personal identity and self-awareness along with relationships,
friendships, compassion and social support. We pursue physical health and development by being physically active
through a range of programmes including our Te Pahu Challenge.
Kaitiakitanga - I care for my environment.
At Te Pahu School, we develop pathways of sustainability, confirming the vital place of the environment in the future and
in the minds of coming generations. We commit to a long-term sustainability journey, where we connect with and explore
the environment. We are proud to be both an Enviro School and a member of Para Kore.
Wairua auaha - I am curious
At Te Pahu School, we endeavour to develop critical, creative and reflective thinkers. We pursue excellence and an
attitude of perseverance and resilience. Through innovation inquiry and curiosity, a pathway of sharing innovations and
aspirations is fostered.
Whanaungatanga - I make a difference to my community.
At Te Pahu School, we welcome the relationships between ourselves, community and whānau working together for the
common good. We value and celebrate a sense of belonging through shared experiences, fostering family connections
and participating within and with the support of the wider community.
Manaakitanga - I am respectful
At Te Pahu School, we believe in the importance of nourishing and caring for others, showing respect, displaying
integrity and acting responsibly, including in a digital space. We seek to develop a sense of moral purpose to improve
our learning and social outcomes.
We will be holding a competition for the students to design a logo for each of these values over the next few weeks. This
competition will end on Friday 5th March. After the winning logos have been chosen
we will send these off to a graphic designer for the finished product.
Thank you for helping in a smooth beginning to a great year! Bring on 2021!
Ngā mihi
Meegan Dunn

