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Kia ora koutou

WELCOME TO TE PAHU SCHOOL
The school welcomes you as parents and community members in our district.
This booklet is designed to familiarise you with the organisation and routines of the
school so that you are better equipped to support your children’s education.
Te Pahu School is a rural school situated 25 minutes from Hamilton or Te Awamutu on
the foothills of Mt Pirongia.
Our roll is approximately 120 children, catering for all children from Year 1 to Year 8.
We have an open roll policy and pride ourselves in having small class sizes and hard
working, innovative teachers. We provide positive environments for your children’s
learning, with a strong emphasis on literacy and mathematics, as well as catering for your
children by identifying their specific needs, and providing appropriate programmes for
them.
Within our school we create a learning environment for all children. Teachers ensure all
children work towards our school mission statement, “Attitude Determines Altitude”.
They do this by planning learning contexts with activities aimed at all levels of learning.
We work closely with other rural schools in our wider community. Sports events are also
enjoyed by all the schools in the Lower Waipa region, which fosters a healthy sense of
competitiveness.
We are an Enviro School Throughout the school, children, through learning contexts and
daily routines are strongly aware of their environment and the effect of their actions on it.
This is ongoing learning for all of us.
The Board of Trustees believes in our school and provides positive support for all our
staff. We also have a strong team of hard working parents behind the running of our
school.
Children have access to the school bus.
We work hard to provide quality educational opportunities for all children, and through
professional development the staff is always looking for better ways to deliver the
curriculum. We welcome any interested families to visit our school. Please call the office
to make an appointment to see me, and we can discuss all aspects of Te Pahu School with
your family. We encourage an interactive partnership between parents and the school to
assist children’s learning.
If, after reading this booklet, you have any questions please contact the school for
clarification.

Nga mihi nui- Meegan Dunn (Principal)
Phone 07-825-9849
E-mail office@tepahu.school.nz
671 Te Pahu Road, RD5, HAMILTON
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ADMISSION PROCEDURES
As a child approaches 5 years old, arrangements can be made with the New
Entrant teacher for visits to prepare him/her for starting school. Please ring the

office to organise this.
Children are enrolled at the school office, prior to, or on the day of entry to
school. Please bring your child’s Birth Certificate and Immunisation Certificate
with you. We have a cohort entry with children’s starting at the start and mid
way through the term depending on where their birthday is, contact the office
for information. You will find additional information regarding school visits and
Ruma Toutouwai messages in the separate pamphlet at the back of this folder.

Children must begin school after their fifth birthday or the closet cohort entry
date.

ATTENDANCE
The school shares with the parents the responsibility of child safety to and from
school, and the legal requirement for each child to attend school every day. To
assist us in this, we request that if your child is ill or will not be attending school

on a particular day that you please phone or txt the school prior to 9am, with
details including the reason for absence. If you know your child is to be absent
for some time please contact the school prior to the absence on
07 8259849

0275850493
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BOT
The Board of Trustees is responsible for the governance of the school on
behalf of parents. Our Board is made up of 7, 5 elected parent representatives,

the School Principal and a staff representative.
Board meetings are open and anyone is welcome to attend. Meetings are
advertised in the school newsletters.
Elections for the Board occur once every 3 years. Bi-Elections can occur if
Board members resign.
Copies of the School Charter and Board Policies are available at the school.

BOOKCLUB
Children may purchase items from Scholastic at reduced rates, approximately
six times per year. Orders must be in an envelope containing the correct
amount with the child’s name and room number written on the outside.
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ASSEMBLIES
School assemblies are held every week. These commence at 2.30pm each
Friday. Parents and caregivers are welcome to join us.

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT – it’s all about learning
Children come to school each day to learn. They have the right to be educated
in a school environment that is safe. To be an effective school we need to
ensure that children’s inappropriate behaviour does not get in the way of
learning. We achieve this at Te Pahu School through programmes that support

pro-social bonding, clear and consistent boundaries, life skills, caring and
supporting, high expectations, meaningful participation and belief in
restorative practices.
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BUSES & TRANSPORT
A free bus service for students meeting ministry criteria to and from school is
provided. The bus service is operated by Go Bus and funded by the Ministry of
Education. All queries regarding the bus must be directed to the School

Principal.

Please Note


In case of bus delays or breakdowns, parents will be contacted if
possible.



The bus will not leave school in the afternoon until all the children
on the bus roll have been accounted for.



All children travelling by bus must follow directions given by the
driver, and remain seated at all times. Each bus run has 4 senior
students as the bus monitors who help oversee the pupils during
the run.



If parents are collecting children from school or wish children to
travel on a different bus, please contact the school office before
2.30 pm.



The Board of Trustees recommends that children may bike to
school if they are at least 10 years old, have parent’s written
permission, wear safety approved equipment and have a bike that
meets Road Code standards.
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CELL PHONES
No student cellphones

CLOTHING
The School colours are Red and White. “Te Pahu” T-Shirts and jackets are
available for purchase from the school office. Children are encouraged to wear
these at school sporting events and when they are representing our school
e.g. class trips. All Year 7 and 8 pupils are required to have a Te Pahu t-shirt for
these occasions. School sunhats are to be worn during break times terms 1
and 4—these are available from the school office.
For safety reasons we do not expect children to wear jewelry to school. Any
ear piercings should be small sleepers or studs.
We ask parents to name ALL children’s clothing and belongings. The School
takes no responsibility for loss.
Please see further information under Sunsafe.

COMPOSITE CLASSES
Composite classes are widespread throughout New Zealand schools and the
term simply means having more than one year level in a classroom. They are a
reality of country schools because of the number range that can occur at the
different levels and are chosen by many larger schools.
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CONCERNS & COMPLAINTS
If something happens at School that causes you concern please contact your
child’s teacher to discuss this. If unresolved, please contact the Principal.
There is a comprehensive Concerns and Complaints Policy outlining further

action if necessary available on our school website: www.tepahu.school.nz.
Issues need to be resolved through the school rather than discussing them in
the community.

CONTACTING SCHOOL
If you wish to contact teaching staff please do so before school, during interval
or lunch, alternatively you can leave a message at the office for the teacher to

contact you, and email the classroom teacher.

CURRICULUM
At Te Pahu School students will be characterised by excellence in their
attitudes and actions.
Our students will develop skills, attitudes and values for lifelong learning.
Our Te Pahu Curriculm is based around our 5 core values.
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CURRICULUM (continued)
Our Te Pahu Curriculm is based around our 5 core values:

Hauora—I am kind, healthy and unique
At Te Pahu School we value the importance of Hauora through acknowledging and celebrating the
values and beliefs of ourselves and others. We foster the development of personal identity and
self-awareness along with relationships, friendships, compassion and social support. We pursue

physical helath and development by being physically active through a range of programmes
including our Te Pahu Challenge.

Kaitiakitanga—I care for my environment
At Te Pahu School we develop pathways of sustainability confirming the virtual place of the
environment in the future and in the minds of coming generations. We commit to a long-term
sustainability journey, where we connect with and explore the environment. We are proud to be
both an Enviro School and a member of Para Kore.

Wairua auaha—I am curious
At Te Pahu School, we endeavor to develop critical, creative and reflective thinkers. We purse
excellence and an attitude of perseverance and resilence. Through innovation inquiry and
curiosity, a pathway of sharing innovation inquiry and curiosity, a pathway of sharing innovations
and aspirations is fostered.

Whanaungatanga—I make a difference to my community
At Te Pahu School, we welcome the relationships between ourselves, community and whanau
working together for the commond good. We value and celebrate a sense of belonging through
experiences, fostering family connections and participating with and with the support of the wider

community.

Manaakitanga—I am respectful
At Te Pahu School, we believe in the importance of nourishing and caring for others, showing
respect, displaying integrity and acting responsibility, including in a digital space. We seek dto
develop a sense of moral purpose to improve our learning and social outcomes.
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DENTAL CLINIC
The service of the dental therapist is available to children from 2 ½ years
through to those children in Year 8.

EMERGENCIES
Please keep the school office up to date with any changes in your address,
home, business or emergency phone numbers.
EOTC
Taking students outside the classroom to learn is an important part of our
curriculum at Te Pahu. The links students are able to make between the
classroom and real world experiences can be critical to their long term
learning.
We rely on private transport on these occasions and this support is greatly
appreciated.
All children travelling in cars for school trips must have a diagonal seat belt
with 7 year olds and under with a booster seat.
Drivers must have a current driving license and cars must have a current
Warrant of Fitness and Registration.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR EVENTS
Term 1:

School /Interschool/Full Primary Swimming Sports

Term 2:

Interschool Championship Day (rugby, netball, soccer)

Term 3:

School /Interschool/Full Primary Cross Country

Lower Waipa Speech Competition

Term 4:

Agricultural Day/Group Day
School /Interschool/Full Primary Athletics Sports

HEALTH

Parents are urged not to send children to school while ill or infectious. This is
for the child’s sake as well as to prevent the spread of infection. If your child
has any medical condition e.g. asthma, allergies which the school should be
aware of, please notify the school immediately.
(Continued overleaf)
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HEALTH (Continued)
If your child requires medication at school, please label carefully with
instructions and supply written permission for staff to administer.
In the event of your child becoming ill while at school we will attempt to

contact you before medical attention is sought.
Common diseases and periods of exclusion from school are as follows:

COVID 19:

Please follow Ministry of Health Guidelines

CHICKEN POX: For the period of one week after the appearance of the rash.
HEAD LICE:

Treatment is available from the chemist and should be used as
instructed to rid the hair of all eggs. The child may attend

school.
MEASLES:

For at least seven days from the appearance of the rash and
until recovered.

MUMPS:

Until the swelling of all involved glands has completely
subsided and the patient has returned to normal.

RINGWORM:

May attend school so long as the patient is having treatment
supervised by a Doctor.

SKIN
INFECTIONS:

May attend school as long as the affected area is covered and
receiving treatment.

WHOOPING
COUGH:

For at least three weeks from the onset.
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HEALTH (continued)
If your child has any of these diseases, please notify the school. In addition the
school should be advised as soon as any vision or hearing defects become
apparent - e.g. temporary deafness. Annual visits by visual/hearing nurses will
check all New Entrants and Year 8 students. Parents and teachers are able to
refer children when necessary.
Our Public Health Nurse comes to the school regularly and on request, and is
available to pupils for a free consultation about any health related concerns.
You can advise the school office if you would like to contact her.

HOMEWORK

Regular home reading is provided for those children in Years 1 to 3. Each child
requires a book bag to ensure safe transportation of the books.
Y4-Y8 homework will vary from room to room. Emphasis will be on time
management and independent skills with parent support. All children are
expected to read 15 minutes per night and practice basic facts.

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY USE

Technology is a valuable tool to support our curriculum delivery. When a child
first enrolls at Te Pahu School parents are asked to sign a Responsible Use of
ICT Agreement, you will find this form at the back of this folder.
This agreement remains valid while your child is a student at this
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LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
We provide opportunities for senior pupils to take leadership roles in our
school, including school councilors, house captains, bus monitors, enviro
leaders, buddy learners, sport leaders and school librarians. Senior pupils also

organize and run the assemblies and some lunchtime games.

LIBRARY
1.

All Junior children need a Library Bag to carry library books to and from
home.

2.

Library books are issued for two weeks and should be returned to school
by the due date for re-issuing or changing.

3.

All classes visit the Library at least once a week to change library books
and develop library skills.

4.

The Library is often open at lunchtime for returning and issuing books.
The days and times are displayed on the library door.

5.

There will be a charge for lost or damaged books.
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LOST PROPERTY
A lost property box is situated outside area rear of main block. Parents are
encouraged to check it regularly. At the end of each term un-claimed clothing
is given to needy institutions. Please ensure all clothing is named to help

reduce the amount of lost property. We do not encourage the children to bring
valuable items to school as we cannot be held responsible for them. Toys and
jewellery are best left at home as loss of these treasured items always causes
upsets.

LUNCHES
Children need to bring morning tea and a packed lunch to school. We
encourage healthy eating. Lollies and caffeine containing drinks are not
permitted.

Our PTA organizes a school lunch service through Ezlunch most Wednesdays.
You can order this online before 9am on www.ezlunch.co.nz.s

For sporting and agricultural days the PTA can provide lunch for sale.
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LUNCHTIME ACTIVITIES
Sports equipment is made available for students to use for games during the
lunchtime. This is collected from and returned to the sports shed.
Senior students often organise games in the lunch hour.

MUSIC
We also run an out of school music programme, where we try to arrange
tutors according to parent and student request. We currently have tutors
teaching singing, guitar, ukulele, bass guitar, piano and drums.

NEWSLETTER
The school produces a regular fortnightly community newsletter during term
time. This is delivered to the district by the Rural Delivery.
If you have an advertisement you would like to place in the newsletter or
information concerning an event please contact the school by Monday prior to
Wednesday’s fortnightly delivery. There is a small charge for personal

advertisements to help cover the cost of the newsletter.
On alternate Wednesdays we distribute the school newsletter, “The Te Pahu
Times,” to the school families via email and the Skool Loop App.
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OFFICE
Our school office is open from 8.30 am to 3.15 pm each day. Messages for
teachers may be left at the office between these hours. We have an answer
phone for times when the office is unattended, this is cleared regularly. You

can also email the school office: office@tepahu.school.nz and record absences
on the Skool Loop App.
PARAKORE ZERO WASTE
We are a zero waste, enviro school. We have a Parakore/Zero Waste Policy in
our school. We recycle paper and plastics and dispose of our food scraps
through our worm farm. We ask the children to take all their lunch wrappings
home.

PARENT & COMMUNITY HELPERS
As a school we very much appreciate and encourage the involvement of adult
supporters in the school programme. If you think you can help in any of the
following areas, you would be most welcome:
Illustrating books or poems, using the computer
e.g. publishing, helping in the library e.g. book mending, filing readers,

preparing learning materials, parent help in the classroom e.g. listening to
children read, coaching sports teams, driving the mini van
Adults assisting in the classroom, on school trips etc are
reminded of the need for strict confidentiality regarding
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PTA (Parent Teacher Association)
The PTA plays an important role in the school community, running various
social and fundraising activities. This effective and committed group assists the
school in many essential ways.

Periodically you may be contacted by the PTA to assist with these events –
your support is essential for the running of the school. Please help where you
can.
The committee meets monthly and these meetings are advertised in the
newsletter and on the facebook page, ‘Friends of Te Pahu School’. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
For more information and contact names please refer to separate sheet.

PHOTOCOPYING
Our school has a colour photocopier. You are welcome to do copying at a
nominal charge. Please avoid Tuesdays as the newsletter is printed on this day.
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SCHOOL DONATIONS
The school donation is reviewed annually by the Board of Trustees. Donations
are used to support your child’s learning by providing essential school

resources/equipment and programmes. Requests for payment will be sent
home in term one. Payment can be made upon receipt or by automatic
payments. Please contact the office for options. All donations are tax
deductible.

SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

If a need is identified, the school will provide an appropriate programme,
e.g. Reading Recovery, targeted maths or literacy groups, oral language
support and enrichment programmes.

Attitude Determines Altitude
SPORT
Physical Education and sport are considered part of the school curriculum and
are a compulsory component of our programme. A note is required for
children to be excused from any activity. Children take part in numerous

inter-school sporting events and tournaments.
If your child is interested in playing Saturday sport please refer to the school
newsletters for information and up-dates.

STATIONERY
Children are provided with a stationery list at the end of the year. You can go
online to myschool.co.nz, (Officemax), order and pay for it then or easy

instalments and still get your order straight away.. You can choose when they
deliver it. During the year, children will be given a stationery order form as
required and they can purchase the stationery from the school office.

SUN SAFE, HATS AND CLOTHING
As we are a Sun Smart school, brimmed hats are compulsory during Terms 1
and 4. We have 2 styles of school hats available through the office, at

reasonable prices. Children without hats are required to play in a designated
shade area. Clothing to protect from the sun is also required
e.g. shoulders need to be covered. Sunscreen is available in all
classrooms.
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SWIMMING POOL
The pool is open for use out of school hours. Adult supervision is required for
children under 16 years of age and pool rules need to be adhered to. Please
see school newsletters for opening /closing dates and key fees.

TECH ARTS
Year 7 and 8 students travel to Te Awamutu Intermediate for morning sessions
once a week, for two terms to experience a range of specialist technology
options.

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
Please report to the office and sign in our visitor’s book.

WORKING BEES
Maintenance of the School grounds and buildings cannot all be completed
within the caretaking hours, therefore from time to time working bees are
arranged to help with the upkeep of these. Notification of working bees will be
made through the newsletter or via a phone call. Any assistance is much

appreciated at these times.
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YEAR 7/8 EXTENSION
In addition to the leadership opportunities and Tech Arts mentioned earlier,
the following are some of the other activities that are usually offered at the
Year 7 and 8 levels:

Band, science fair, Full Primary Events sports, speeches, literacy quiz.
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