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Attitude Determines 
Altitude 

Teenaa koutou katoa,  
 

It is great to be back in the seat after some time in Christchurch attending the New Zealand Principal’s 
Conference. I was one of 870 delegates for the three days of learning, listening and collaborating. There were 
many inspiring speakers throughout the three days, from The Minister of Education, Chris Hipkins, Dr Farah 
Palmer, Dr Siouxsie Wiles to Scott Robertson but it was the student’s contributions at different points throughout 
the conference that I found to be inspiring, uplifting, compelling and challenging. Ranging in age from  
year 6– year 13, they shared learning experiences that shaped their views on education, role models who had 
impacted on their lives and their thoughts about what leaders needed to do to improve education in Aotearoa.  
 

The keynote speakers and workshop presenters all provided thought provoking messages. In this time of chaos, 
uncertainty and challenge, we need to be courageous as education leaders, so we build forward better and 
address issues of equity, social justice and racism. We need to create bespoke pathways for learning that work 
for the students we teach, so the talents of our young learners can flourish. 
 

Waiho raa kia tuu takitahi ana ngaa whetuu o te rangi 
Let it be one alone that stands among the other stars in the sky 

 

Well done to our speech finalists in year 7 & 8 who presented at the Waikato Full Primary Speech regionals. 
You represented our school proudly. Best of luck to our speech finalists year 5-8 who will be presenting their 
speeches in the Lower Waipa Speech Competition on Tuesday 27th September. We know you will all do us 
proud! 
 

Last week we also held our senior school swimming sports. This was postponed from Feb/ Mar this year due to 
covid restrictions at the time. We deferred the competition until September a little unsure if we would be able to 
hold this event at all. Well done to all our learners who rose to the challenge of competing, even without regular 
practice, and gave it a go. A huge thank you to our volunteers who supported staff on the day. We value your 
input to enable us to hold these events. Well done! 
 

Our junior classes ventured out and about last week visiting the Mangakawa Track on Mt Pirongia. Thank you  
to all the volunteers to make it possible for our little learners to get out and discover our own backyard.  
 

This week our senior class, Year 7 & 8, head off to Auckland for some Education Outside the Classroom 
experiences. They will be visiting Snow Planet, Mangere Education Centre and the Rangiriri Historical site.  
They will be staying overnight at Camp Maynard on the North Shore in Auckland. Thank you to all parents 
supporting this event. We are looking forward to hearing about what they have discovered about our history,  
and some snow stories, when they return.  
 

Ngaa mihi nui 
Meegan and the team 

Name: 

671 Te Pahu Road, RD 5, Hamilton   

Phone: (07) 825-9849  

Email: office@tepahu.school.nz 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
29th Sept: Wacky Hair Day 
29th Sept: Last day of Term 3,  
30th Sept: Teacher One day, NO SCHOOL  
17th Oct: Term 4 Starts 
18th Oct:  Agricultural Day 
27th Oct: Group Day, Ngahinapouri 

AGRICULTURAL DAY 
 

Te Pahu Ag Day is Tuesday 18th October  
Group Day is at Ngahinapouri School on Thursday 
27th October 
Show Day at Claudelands is 28th October  
 

Can you please return your entry forms as soon as 
possible,  so I can give you diaries to fill out. 

 

SPEECH FINAL—YEAR 6 CORRECTION 
2nd place Kiana



We were extremely entertained yesterday by the Taki Rua Productions with the show 

Pourakahua. 

Pourakahua, a cross between human and bird, was on a journey of self-discovery as 

they fly across the stunning landscapes of Aotearoa to find their new home. This was 

their first Te Reo Mᾱori Season production all in Kᾱi Tahu dialect. This show has 

been developed from a theatrical puppet show by Toro Pikopiko Puppets inspired by 

real rock art in Timaru, Te Waipounamu and the many tribal narratives of Pourakahua. 

With a cast of five, some great props and 

wonderful singing, it was entralling to 

watch. 

 

 


